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Built for Good

2010 Spring Conference held for all who care about the

communities we live in

Derby YMCA is on ajourney to good

We have a wonderful building — but it’s about people not buildings
We have made a great start — but we’re in it for the long haul!

Following a welcome by Rev Terry
Oakley, Chair of the East Midlands
Churches Forum and Synod Moderator
for the United Reformed Church in the
East Midlands, Gillian Sewell, CEO of
YMCA Derby, inspired the delegates
who attended the ‘Built for Good’
Conference held in March 2010, by
outlining the Values and Vision for the
YMCA building the conference was
being held in.

Other speakers at this conference
included Karen Horner, Principal
Planner for North Northamptonshire
Joint Planning Unit who shared the
achievements they have made by taking
a joint core strategy to community
development that has been adopted
nationally.

Bob Purser, Northamptonshire
Churches Officer for New

Gillian Sewell — CEO Derby YMCA

Communities, also addressed the
conference on how the Churches need
to be active in the planning of new
communities, encouraging new and
vibrant Christian expressions in these
new communities.

Peter Southcombe spoke on developing
Community cohesion and the churches
role in this.

The conference ended with syndicate
groups who discussed the topics raised,
concluding that Community is vital and
churches must avoid alienation and
resist tokenism — but commit to
participate. Rev Oakley addressing
conference stated “many of us believe
our cosmos was Built for Good — we are
called to build sustainably within it”.

Full conference report can be read on
the East Midlands Churches Forum
website www.emcf.ora.uk

A Conspiracy of Hope — Creating the
future one mustard seed at a time

A residential event led by Tom and
Christine Sine — Hothorpe Hall
Leicestershire 27" -29™ October

“If you had faith no larger than a
mustard seed, you could tell this
mountain to move from here to there.
And it would. Everything would be
possible for you. ” Matthew
17:20, CEV

For the last seven years, Livability’s
Community Mission team has hosted an
annual residential event for busy Christians
involved in their communities. Our aim is to
help you find refreshment and renewed passion
for your life, work and ministry in this new
decade.

Shared room: £140/person (or £20 more
when booked after 30" June) including all
meals and en-suite room

Single room: £195/person (or £20 more when
booked after 30" June) including all meals and
en-suite room

To book: Contact Jill Clark on

020 7452 2018

Viewroint

Each Quarter a member of our Steering Group
edits this letter and offers their own comment:

Major Maureen Hepburn of The Salvation Army, a specialist in Emergency Planning & Post Trauma Care writes:
The strap line that is used by the Salvation Army is ‘Heart to God — Hand to Man’ and that for me says what | am all
about. Relationship with God is essential and relationship with man the outpouring of that relationship. Our world needs
to see that we care, not just hear it through words — but see it in actions. Brindley Boon penned the words ‘O for a heart
of compassion, Moved at the impulse of love, Lost ones to bring to thy footstool, Thy gracious riches to prove!’

In ‘our’ daily world — may that be so.
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Big Society - Big Offers

A central plank of the new Governments thinking is embodied in what David Cameron calls the Big Society
and we have been engaged throughout in discussions at national and regional level to seek to both understand the
ideas and work on the emerging implementation.

In summary: (please note this summary is to explain, not to advocate for or against, but recognising that these
ideas are what we will be working with in the public square for many months and probably years to come)

e Big Society is the opposite of Big Government ¢ self-help, community support and market services are
aSh G2 NBLIXIOS I LINBaAaONRLIGIAGS & bithigitgdemogracy G S ¢

e Key themes are community empowerment, active citizenship, localisation, support of co-ops, mutuals,
charities and social enterprises, transparency of government and publicly collated information

e Communities require leaders, entrepreneurs, and freedom for communities (of interest and
geographic) to develop their own solutions ¢ accountable to their people

e Government, even local government, should only facilitate and encourage, not do or deliver, or worse
still micro-manage and over monitor, because others (private or charitable ) can do it better

e Happiness is as much about belonging, participating and achieving as it is about wealth

Structurally the Policy Lead across Whitehall will come from the Office for Civil Society within the Cabinet
Office but it is clear that The Dept of Communities and Local Government will continue to have a major
influence as local government programmes are a major element of the spend. Education and Health are two other
major spending departments influencing this area which have “protected” budgets while Home and Justice
Departments are also facing large cuts and the Enterprise area (including Business Links) is totally adrift until
Local Enterprise Partnerships form. The Department of Work and Pensions will of course be the most complex
to change but also have a major influence on the resources available to deprived groups.

The risks are that a freer society will be a winner takes all society, which adds to the risks for the poor in a period
of austerity. The opportunities are for the Voluntary Sector and the Faith Communities to do what they do best,
assist individuals and communities holistically, rather than deliver narrow target driven programmes — in
situations where our values and motives will shine out. We must be very careful to hold true to our ideals and not
be tempted to retreat into “looking after our own”. There is little doubt that the freedoms in such policies as Free
Schools will be used by some to “help themselves”.

The churches role as people of hope is therefore to seek to modify the Big Society plans to reduce the risks,
ensure the safety net is set well enough up the scale of deprivation, and restrain the power and growth of the
greedy.

Once the formula is agreed however we must give it our support because to do otherwise would be to diminish
hope. We must accentuate the opportunities and be a centre for at least facilitation and often action and
organisation of service provision. We must avoid the temptation to aggrandise, but equally we should discourage
ill thought business plans of well meaning groups and offer them guidance and structural umbrellas which will
ensure their efforts do not exhaust them or fail. Our willingness to offer such a shelter, without fear or favour to
all sorts and conditions of community and other groups, will be a huge boost to the Best Society and a witness to
the Kingdom truths we espouse.

For a fuller debate of the issues see the House of Lords Debate on Social Policy ¢ (BBC Parliament Archive and
Hansard 16™ June http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/Id201011/Idhansrd/text/100616-
0004.htm#10061677000453 ) which was sponsored by BpTim Stevens of Leicester and was the occasion for
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described his picture of a rich but delicate coral reef, a complex ecology where everyone thrives.

Government Office is planning a day conference to which Faith Leaders will be invited in September when we
hope the emerging policies and local implementation can be explored further.
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People Watch...

Salvation Army Divisional Commander to move on

Major Jonathan Roberts will be moving to the Salv
ation Army International Headquarters in London at
the end of July after 4 years in the East Midlands.
Jonathan is one of our Regional Church Leaders and
he has supported the work of the EMCF actively
throughout his time here.

We would like to wish Jonathan and his family well and wish him
all the best in his new role.

Jonathan’s successor will be Lieut-Colonel Mike Caffull who takes
up this appointment on 1st August.

Bishop Paul Butler was installed as the Bishop of
Southwell and Nottingham. Dr Butler graduated with a
BA in English & History from Nottingham University
in 1977, before training for the ministry at Wycliffe
Hall, Oxford from 1980-1983. We welcome Bishop
Paul back to the East Midlands and look forward to
working with him.

Dr John Hall took up his post as Director of St
Phillips Centre for Study and Engagement in a
Multi-Faith Society in April. He combines his role
as Director for the Centre with that of Director for
Inter Faith Relations in the Diocese of Leicester.

Bishop John Saxbee has announced that he will retire
from his position as Bishop of Lincoln at the end of
January 2011. He and his wife Jackie have served
since 2002. Bishop John will be sadly missed from
both the diocese and region where his love of people
and wisdom have been respected across all the
churches, by other faiths, and “in the public square”
where he has chaired the Lincolnshire Assembly since its inception.
John is heading west again (he came from Hereford and is a
Bristolian) to retire to South Wales where Jackie originates.

Papal Visit itinerary and official website. The

September visit will raise many questions of faith in

the public media. This is an opportunity for the

church to reach out to those who have questions. If

you want to know more about what is happening

during the Papal visit, visit the website
http://www.thepapalvisit.org.uk/

Hill Farmers on the EdgeEMCF has been working with
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from North Yorkshire. The Land Skills Training Body
LANTRA has funded work there over the last 3 years to
assist rural communities to adjust to the increasingly
marginal economics of hill farming and cope with the

stresses in their communities. LANTRA expressed
interest in supporting a replica project in the Peak
District and EMCF was able to offer its help to link the
right people ¢ in this case the rural chaplaincy and Rural
Action Derbyshire who were already working together -
with the funding source. As we write negotiations
continue but it is hoped European Funds will flow soon

Policy Watch...

Politically things are changing faster than some of us
can keep up T here are a few key issues. For
expanded details visit www.emcf.org.uk

e Last vestige of Regional e
Assemblies scrapped.
A summer white paper
to mark the end of
Regional Development
Agencies.
Vetting and Barring
scheme for staff and
volunteers working with  ®
children and vulnerable
adults is put on hold.
Voluntary & Community
Sector assured of support ©
as a key part of the ‘Big
Society’ by central and
local government as well
as the Lottery Board. Q

Third Sector is no longer
the preferred language,
now ‘Faith Communities
will sit alongside
‘Voluntary Sector’
‘Community Groups and
others as part of ‘Civil
Society’

Planning changes will
return to national/local
split with much greater
freedom at local level
Consultation remains a
high priority for the
government — perhaps not
always via formal routes.
Equalities Issues continue
to be high profile.

(he EMCEF Steering group is the regional
partner for the Faith to Engage project and IS
committed to finding new ways to open up
our own channels to other Faith
Communities. We seek, in partnership with
the Faiths Forum and local interfaith groups,
to bring together regional faith leaders.

We have set ourselves the task of meeting
groups of leaders from each faith who may
not be as engaged as we are. This work was
piloted with the Black Majority Christian
Churches in Nottingham in June and
progresses via a meeting planned with
Muslim Faith leaders in July. Further
meetings are at the planning stage for Sikhs
(probably in Derby), Hindu communities,
Jewish groups and others over the coming

year.
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What will the Big
Society mean in the
East Midlands?

You, Me i Together
Celebrating Different and Diverse Lives

EMCEF is holding a conference ‘You, Me
— Together’ to bring people together from
different backgrounds and networks to
explore how we can contribute to the
wellbeing of the neighbourhoods we
share.

YOU ARE INVITED!
For more information contact:-

info@ffem.org.uk 01509 234 317
emcfadmin@btconnect.com 07778 772176

MCF websifg
. N

The EMCEF site is currently undergoing a mini
overhaul after which we hope it will be
sustainable. Please do go there for news of our
events, discussions and resources including our
key partners across other faiths and the
voluntary sector. www.emcf .org.uk

~

Psalm 136 :

You, Me — Together _ Ps
nGi ve

Tuesday 12" October 2010

10.30am — 3.30pm

AIMED AT:-
Political leaders, local

The Salvation Army
South Leicester Community
and Conference Centre
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THIS CONFERENCE IS

government officers, People
responsible for cultural,

SO}Jth Wigston community development and

Leicester mission planning. Activists,

LE18 4UZ artists, musicians and writers,
Leaders from faith and

Cost - £15 community organisations,

Buffet Lunch and
refreshments throughout the
day included

Budget Pressures

caring activity at community level.

East Midlands Churches Forum Contact Details emcfadmin@btconnect.com 0777 877 2176

Top Links related to our work:

Faiths Forum for the East Midlands www.ffem.org.uk

OneEast Midlands — Voluntary and Community Sector www.oneeastmidlands.org.uk

Government Office - www.gos.gov.uk/goem

Equality & Human Rights Commission - www.equalityhumanrights.com/

Some Useful Sites

For Building Inter-Faith Relations from Churches Together England - http://www.churches-
together.net/Groups/43001/Churches_Together_in/Themes/Dialogues/Inter_faith/Inter_faith.aspx

Department of Communities and Local Government document on Level Playing field for Faith groups (although
deriving from the previous government this guidance is a valuable benchmark) see
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/ensuringalevel or download

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/15073411.pdf

Chaplains in health, further and
higher education and prisons,
Chairs and trustees of voluntary
and community organisations

The assessment by the Institute for Fiscal Studies
that the Emergency Budget is “regressive’
burdens the poor more than the rich is based on an
assessment of the impact of VAT on those who
must spend what they earn to survive. Early
suggestions of cuts in care will also be sounding
alarm bells. Meanwhile Children’s Services
departments remain optimistic that they can
continue to develop as natural focal services for
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