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From The Community Co-Ordinator

Dear Friends

Working for peace is problematic, however hard we pray for peace, whatever effort we put into peace making seems to make little difference. There is a tendency either to despair or to say ‘peace will come but not in my life time’. Yet if we look back we can see some of the results of peacemakers efforts and prayers. 

It is now the longest period without a major conflict in Europe, fifty-five years, for a very long time. The end to apartheid in South Africa, progress in Zimbabwe, the developing role of the United Nations and the European Union are all positive steps. You could all name others.

However there is still a long way to go. Palestine-Israel is at the top of the list, followed by Iraq, Afghanistan and Korea. Every continent is home to at least one conflict. But what about conflicts nearer home? Conflicts in the church, not just over the gender of Bishops and sexual preferences of clergy, but over a whole host of issues to do with theology, tradition and personal preference. What about conflicts within and between communities and families?

We should not be surprised because Jesus said ‘I have come not to bring peace but a sword’. Of course we are not to seek conflict but it will come if we try to follow Jesus faithfully. However the Bible also tells us to ‘to live in peace with all people’. That is our aim.

Yours in Christ

Ian

News From The Community

Staff. As anticipated last time Kirsty Mabbott joined us on 1st April and has settled into the team. Carole has had a hip replacement and will be back to work shortly.

International Volunteers. Miki Kunnberg left us at the beginning of June to take up a job as a live-in carer. Her first placement is in Offchurch so we see her occasionally. Anu Esinurm leaves at the end of July to take up a residential position at a hotel in Ardfern, Lochgilphead. We wish them both well and thank them for their fantastic contribution to the community during their time here. Philip Flavio has come and gone as a short term summer volunteer whilst Julia Lendvai from Hungary and Maiu Kunnberg from Estonia are with us until the beginning of September. From September we hope to have Stefan Habigt from Germany and Mun-Young Lee from South Korea with us.

Former Staff & Volunteers. Pamela Hopper, Jaanika Kronberg and Elvi Szucs all visited at Easter. It was great to see them again. Anna Chruscinksa is living in Oldbury and working as a midwife. Julia Buckingham is now a House Leader for L’Arche in Liverpool.

Local Volunteers. We continue to be blessed by help from our team of local volunteers and by Maureen & Jim Hughes from Liverpool.

Council & Committees. There are no changes to report.
DONATIONS.

Thank you to all who have made gifts and donations to our work in recent months. It is much appreciated, without them our work would not be possible
Members & Friends
At a recent meeting of Council, I asked those sitting around the table to write down three words that expressed what the Community for Reconciliation had meant to them.  Responses included fellowship, peace, hope and action.  CfR has undoubtedly been a blessing to many, locally, nationally and internationally, over the past 25 years or so.  In 2011, the Silver Anniversary of the setting up of the Community, we plan to celebrate all that the Community means to us and also to look forward to the future.

 I have been Chair of Trustees for less than a year, although I have been part of the Community for more than 20 years.  For me, Barnes Close has felt like home – several of our family celebrations have been held there. The fellowship has been warm, the view of the lawn, the farmland and hills beyond is delightful, but the vision has extended far beyond, to a variety of projects around the world.   

 This summer, thousands of people will visit Oberammagau to see the Passion Play.  Its a familiar story but, for me and many others, the first time we will have seen it portrayed in this way.  What will our response be?

 On Saturday, 18th September, CfR will hold its next Annual General Meeting.  I would like to encourage you to come, meet old friends, make new ones and hear about the latest developments in all the projects.  I invite you to be more involved in the work of the Community and welcome your thoughts and feelings about its future. 

 I look forward to seeing you on 18th September.

Jan Scott

Barnes Close Update

The Building
One of our volunteers, Anu Esinurm, has recovered the chairs in both conservatories. She has done a wonderful job and the chairs look fantastic. Mike Boland continues to undertake all manner of repairs, thereby saving us a fortune. The cooker has about reached the end of its useful life and we have sourced an excellent value secondhand one which should be in place soon.

The Grounds

If you can spare a day (or even half a day) there is plenty of work to be done in the grounds. If you provide the labour we will provide food and drink.

Sewage System
The plans to replace the present system are moving slowly but it is such a large sum of money that we need to make sure that we get the right system and the best value for our money. We thank those who are working so hard on our behalf on this.

Publicity & Marketing

We have been successful at attracting new business but we need to do more of this. You can help by telling people about Barnes Close and by inviting Ian to come and speak at your church or group.
VILLAGE INDIA AID

We are in the second year of the Honey project providing employment for a hundred  indigenous people in a forest area in Chambal region of India. We will assess this project towards the close of 2010.

Another exciting project is with YUVA (Youth for Unity and Voluntary Action) .It aims to promote agro-produce marketing to increase family income in the distressed farming community. Our project will be initially in 5 villages of Devli Taluka of Wardha District in Vidarbha region. It is a three year project; 20 distressed families will be chosen from each village so 100 families will benefit from the funds we have undertaken to raise, i.e. £4500 each year for 3 years. We have already sent the 2010 target and are confident that we can raise the same for the next two years. We aimed to match this with applications for grants from Trusts so that a further 5 villages could be helped but so far without  success. 

This brings me to a challenge.  If matching funds were found, we could in due course assist the other 5 villages in the original scheme. If ten congregations undertook to raise £450 p.a. for 3 years, a further hundred distressed families would have a transformation in their living conditions. Offers to help in this way will be gladly received. 

(Contact John JB for details.) YUVA has a track record in these projects. The families after the training form a co-operative and so maintain their improved living conditions for parents and children. Change comes through commitment.. 

INDIA  Conference

Wednesday 22nd September

If you have not booked in yet please contact Ian at Barnes Close for further details


Un-Afr-Aid

Our partnerships in Africa continue. We hosted a visit by Revd.Felicien Nemeyimana in April. One of his recent proposals is for a “Training the Trainers” Course for 30 women refugees from DR Congo, Rwanda, Somalia and Ethiopia now living in Kenya. The  women will have an initial 4 days Course including trauma healing .They will then be divided into 3 groups for regular training twice a week for 6 months, including vocational training. This will enable them to provide for themselves and regain self esteem and confidence. The total cost is £10,000 covering accommodation and training material for the Course participants and two professional trainers. 

We have made an application to Spring Harvest which this year is devoting their Annual Offering to Peacemaker Projects including cross-community reconciliation programmes and survivors of civil war. This fits exactly with the work PHARP undertakes so we are hoping that our application will be successful. We shall hear the result in July. Similar Courses have been provided for other groups and Felicien comments that they have made a tremendous impact in situations where such training is invaluable.

We are in the final year of a 3 years grant from the Allan and Nesta Ferguson Trust. This  marks ten years of funding for which we give thanks. We shall make a further application at the end of the year. We also express gratitude for Elnora Ferguson’s generous bequest part of which has been allocated to our work overseas.
Romania Concern

For the first time for a number of years Ian has not visited Romania this year - so far. Initial conversations have taken place between Ian and Janos Antal about a new style of youth camp in the Summer of 2011. We are talking about a non-residential camp in Oradea for children and young people whose parents can not afford to send them away to camp. It will be similar to play schemes that operate in the UK but the hours will be longer. Some activities will take place in a church hall whilst others might take place in nearby countryside. Abi Walker, who helped on last year’s camp, and Ian hope to take a small group of young people to co-lead this new venture with a team of local people.

Church & Peace

Church & Peace is a Europe wide organisation with member organisations from Italy to Scandinavia and Iberia to Serbia, its offices in Germany. Marie-Noelle von der Recke the General Secretary of Church & Peace is visiting the United Kingdom during the first week of September. She will be attending meetings and visiting member organisations as well as hosting a meeting at Barnes Close for representatives of all Church & Peace member organisations in the British Isles to discuss the future of the British & Irish section.

CfR is an Associate Member of Church & Peace and on the evening of Wednesday 8th September Marie-Noelle will be at Barnes Close and would like to meet members of Council and Committees and anyone else interested in the work of Church & Peace. The meeting will be at 7.30pm, if you would like a meal first please let Ian know.

CfR Footprints
NEW LIFE AND TRANSFORMATION IN CROATIA

I have just returned from Croatia where we held a workshop with 18  participants from the two groups which have visited Barnes Close last year and in 2008.Each person had to say what was the most important piece of learning for them from the whole course of TOUCH OF HOPE workshops. We identified  themes such as communication, perseverance, respecting differences, listening and then the group split into three small groups which had to design and 'deliver'  an activity to the whole group on one of the themes.

We feel as a team that we want now to have a level three course of training which will include aspects of delivering workshop activities and also do more work on conflict transformation and living in a reconciling way. To do this we are embarking on a new fund raising initiative.

As part of my Sabbatical I am editing the book of personal stories from participants of workshops and we hope to have this book available in the Autumn. I am also writing a history of BENCH WE SHARE and TOUCH OF HOPE which will include some of the lessons we have learned over the past fourteen years of working on the two projects.

We had a team meeting at the Centre for Peace in Osijek and we heard how our two workers Nena and Snjezana are working with the local authority  to reduce anti social behaviour and domestic abuse.

We shall be organising a group visit to Vukovar from the UK during the next year

 

Clive Fowle   June 2010

CfR AGM

 Saturday 18th September 2010

 10.30am to 3.00pm

 at Barnes Close

* Your opportunity to have input into the work and programme of CfR.

 * Come and see the displays and discover more about our work in East Africa, India, Croatia, Romania and at Barnes Close.
* Meet the staff, volunteers and committee members

* Join in worship and reflection

* Enjoy a light lunch

Please let  Ian  know if you are coming -  cfrenquiry@aol.com  or 01562 710231 

Contacting the Community: 

Barnes Close Office hours:  Monday - Friday 9.30am – 5.00pm 
 01562 710231 
fax 01562 710278 
cfrenquiry@aol.com
Community for Reconciliation, Barnes Close, Chadwich, Bromsgrove, Worcs B61 0RA

The Barnes Close Team
Community Co-ordinator 
– Ian Ring

Assistant Manager (residential)– Kirsty Mabbott 

Assistant Manager

-  Aly Stone

Cook
 


– Lisa Powell 

Cook 



– Bob Kemp

Housekeeper 


- Carole Freeth

Handyman 


– Mike Boland

International Volunteers 
– Maiu Kunnberg from Estonia




- Anu Esinurm from Estonia




- Julia Lendvai from Hungary
 CfR Councils & Committees

CfR Council: 

Jan Scott* (chairman), David Tubb* (Company Secretary), Jo Plant* (Treasurer), Chris Aldridge, Roger Allen, Jo Knight, Nicholas Latham, John Johansen-Berg*, Jim Richardson*, Jeremy Knapp*, Joan Threadgold plus Community Co-Ordinator*

* = Also on Finance Committee. ‘plus’ = in attendance not member
Barnes Close Committee: 

Jim Richardson (chairman), Chris Aldridge, Enid Boland, Peter Bound, Howard Lowry, Joan Threadgold, plus Company Secretary, Treasurer, Community Co-Ordinator and Assistant Manager.

Membership & External Relations: 

Jeremy Knapp (chair), John Johansen-Berg (International Director), Graham Spicer (Secretary), Roger Allen, Eric Allen, Owain Bell, Denis Beaumont, Clive Fowle, plus Company Secretary and Community Co-Ordinator


	FORTHCOMING EVENTS at BARNES CLOSE

	Youth Peace Camp
(young people  11-16) 

July 26th to 29th

cost £60 
(2nd child in family £50)

Fun, activities, challenges, learning
	Kids for Peace 

(children 7-11) 

August 2nd to 4th

cost £50 
(2nd child in family £42)

Fun, craft activities, excitement & learning

	Village India Aid Update
Wednesday 22nd September

Come and hear about the work we are supporting

Cost: £15 inc lunch

B&B Tuesday night £20
	Autumn Reflection Days
September 15th,
October 20th,
November 17th
God - Our Loving Father
Wednesdays 10am to 4pm
Cost £12 per person per day 

	Conflict Transformation
Provisional Dates

October 5th & 6th

November 9th & 10th

Further details later
	Christmas Dinners
Enjoy a traditional home-cooked Christmas Dinner in wonderful surroundings

Lunchtime or Evening.
Monday to Friday 1st-17th Dec

Cost £15 per person

	Open Christmas
December 15th (Wednesday) at 7.30pm
Carols, readings, stories and humour around the 
Christmas Tree. 
Light refreshments.
	Private Retreats
£50 per 24 hours

Includes room and meals

£20 per day includes lunch

Available mid-week most of year


	












 Keeping Members & Friends Informed


: www.cfrbarnesclose.co.uk

















Email cfrenquiry@aol.com or 


Telephone 01562 710231 for a booking form








Greetings!


To all our friends from all at Barnes Close,


Ian, Aly, Kirsty. Lisa, Carole, Bob, Mike, Maiu, Julia & Anu











