Activities throughout 2011

There are other key events happening throughout the year which can be linked to all your work, such as 

· 400th Anniversary of the King James Bible www.2011trust.org, 

· RE Celebrations Month, March 2011 www.celebratingre.org 

· Education Sunday, 20th February (this will not be at the cathedral this year but in your own parishes – it could be on a school day)

We are setting up an on-line diary/blog on the Diocesan website to be completed by each school for the duration of its hosting and any other collaborative events throughout the year.  What will your entries look like?  The children will be able to track where the Carving on the pilgrimage throughout 2011. We will be are collating your ideas and events held throughout the year into resource/website materials. This will provide a wonderful record of our celebration activities which will be shared across the Diocese. Each Church of England School will be asked to complete a heritage page of events and a record of how parish and school have celebrated together throughout the year to give a complete 2011 diocesan picture. These will be made into a resource book when you have emailed your copy to us. What might yours look like? There will be celebrations and events throughout England to mark the anniversary.  Please take time to look at the resources and ideas on the national Society Website http://www.natsoc200.org.uk 

What About This?

· Hold a ‘Held Together Day’.  What does this mean for your school/community? Use the opportunity to work with your whole community, be it local, national or international.  Put up a display of your days work and invite your local community in to see it.  Share a performance from the day.  Use it as opportunity to plan your own creative curriculum, teaching cross-curricular components.  Or vertically group your school so that you can work as a ‘family’ for the day and design the day to use the strengths each member of staff /helpers.  

· Take the carving or other expressions of the carving you have made into the local residential home/community group. 
·  Mark the day with an ‘act of kindness’ or pledge such a day in the school calendar.  
· Joint fundraising event with the local churches
· Take the carving into a church service 

· Take resources made during the Held Together day into the church and share what has been done and the thoughts created.  

· Use the opportunity to make a link with the school from whom you receive the carving or the school you are sending the carving on to, or both!

· Invite the school to Sunday worship to teach the song to the congregation.  Use the song at other opportunities 

RE Ideas

· Parishioner to lead an RE lesson about the way in which Jesus is portrayed in your church building using the stained-glass windows, fabric and tapestries, carvings and paintings which are part of the community’s Christian heritage

· Look at other ways in which the Risen Christ has been depicted – give egs where to find via www.textweek.com or Picturing Jesus.  Give commentary on each one. Children to work with each picture and discuss using ideas such as those in Picturing Jesus 

· Consider how Jesus is portrayed as the Good Shepherd, the gate of the Sheepfold, the Alpha and Omega etc

· Create their own image of Jesus and write about why they have chosen to portray him thus.

· Read about the craftsman who made the Held Together image for our Diocese. (details in the box) What materials did he use for the carving?  Why did he choose this do you think?  What ideas about Jesus do you think the artist tried to show in the carving?  

· Make an image of Jesus from natural materials.  What materials have you used?  Why would some Christian choose to portray Jesus using such natural materials do you think?

· Choose favourite words of Jesus to /write/paint/draw/model.  Give reasons for their choice of words and image.  

· Record their feelings about the statue arriving in school

· Read the blog and complete their own entries. 

· Hold the carving of the Risen Christ in your hands.  Notice how people hold it.  Why do they hold it in such a way as this do you think?  Describe the carving in your hands.  How does it make you feel?  How does it make others feel?  How do you know this without even asking them?  

· What image/symbol reminds them of Christ’s presence in their own school/church/community?

· Look at the way in which images are used in other faiths to portray an aspect of God (art – Hindu, calligraphy- Muslim, 5 K’s – Sikh, Silence – Quakers)

· Make a visit to the Cathedral.  How is Christ depicted here?  Explore all the different materials and ways in which these are shown. (fabric, tapestry, carving, stained-glass, painting, bronze casting) Make a stained-glass window of your own as evidence of your learning about Christ.  Take part in a Godly Play story about Jesus.  Make puppets to help you retell a story about Jesus or a modern retelling of a Christian moral.  KS3/4 Investigate evidence of Christ in the cathedral.

· Look at the Risen Christ statue in Launde Abbey from which the Diocesan logo is taken.  Why has the artist chosen to depict Christ thus?  Why has Launde Abbey chosen to place the statue in the garden?  Read other stories about the resurrection appearances.  Who does he meet?  What happens?   

· In your school, community or local church, set up an indoor or outdoor walk of reflection to help people think about the nature of God in the person of Jesus.  Or make a worship trail. 
· Read some stories about Jesus life and how he visited many people in their homes and met them in the street or in their temples and synagogues.  If Jesus were to come to your house/school/street/church.  What would you do?  What would you say?  How would you feel?  

· Read some stories from the Bible that tell you about how Jesus treated others.  Investigate how Christian charities try to work in the same way as Jesus.  With your parish church set up something which reflects the words or actions of Jesus for your own or another community.  

· Prepare some drama to tell a story from the Bible for Collective Worship.  Use Open the Book ideas or take the story form the Bob Hartman’s ‘Children’s Storyteller Bible’, published by Lion.  

· The Launde Abbey statue of the Risen Christ has open arms as if in welcome to whoever looks upon the statue.  Explore ways in which your school can be more welcoming and hospitable.  With your whole community, discuss ways in which your village/town can be a place where everyone belongs and feels welcome.  

· Explore the many and varied ways people of all faiths and none make others welcome in their homes and in their places of worship.  

· In dance or drama, consider the many ways in which our body language can show welcome to others.  Create a mime or dance using these actions to show the character of Jesus.  

